All Saints’ Milwich

Distance 1 mile
Time ½ hour
4 Stiles

Directions

Map: OS Explorer 258

Cross the road from the Village Hall car park into Sandon Lane opposite
(1). Walk past the Green Man and up the hill for 250m before turning left
into a side road signed All Saints’ Church.
After 100m go through the gate on the left-hand side into the churchyard.
Turn right taking the path past All Saints’ Church (2) to the gate at the
back of the churchyard.
Passing through the gate follow the footpath straight ahead with the field
hedge on your left-hand side. At the bottom of the hill bear left to the footbridge across the brook (3).
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Crossing the stile and the bridge, turn left towards Milwich keeping the
brook on your left-hand side. After 150m there is a double stile set in the
field boundary. Go over these stiles and straight on across the field, with
the brook on your left, to cross another stile beside a farm gate.
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All
Saints,
the
parish
cS_font.jpghurch of Milwich,
serves the Anglican and
Methodist communities. The
mediaeval church was rebuilt
The church is notable for
in brick in 1792, although it
possessing the oldest dated bell
retains
its
original
in Staffordshire and the seventh
Perpendicular tower which
oldest dated English bell. The
dates from ?????.
treble bell (centre) was originally
cast in 1409 by John of Colsale.
The other two bells were cast in
1670 and 1735 respectively.
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The name Milwich
The name Milwich means either ‘mill farm’ or ‘salt-working place’. In the Domesday Survey of
1086, Milwich is recorded twice: firstly as Mulewiche, held by Robert de Stafford, whose
tenant was Osbern. It was valued at 20 shillings and was large enough to support four
ploughs. Four are in fact recorded. There was one acre of meadow and a league of
woodland. The second entry in Domesday is for Melewich, recorded under the land held by
the King and tenanted by Rafwin. This specifies a virgate of land (30 acres). It is unclear if
these are duplicated entries.

To your left you see the grounds of Milwich Hall on the far side of the
stream. After this it’s a short walk to a stile leading into the garden behind
the Green Man (4).

All Saints’ Church
Over 800 years have passed since
a Church was first recorded on this
site when in circa 1140 Nicholas of
Milwich granted it to Stone Priory.
On entering the church, overhead
is an incised gravestone dating
from the 12th century and inside is
a 13th century font.
In the belfry hangs the oldest
dated bell in Staffordshire cast by
John of Colsale in 1409. The other
two bells were cast in 1670 and
1735.
The Church today serves both the
Anglican and Methodist traditions.

